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2.     This paper contains 3 unseen passages and questions based dn them.
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4. Questions  in Part A carry 10  marks  each and questions  in Part 8  carry 20
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Passage  1

It is a matter of some satisfaction to all of us interested in the conservation of
Nature that there is now, at last, a growing awareness and interest in India in the

preservation of wildlife and wild places.. What is now required is the understanding
of the fact `that human ecology is `an \integral part of Nature-conservation and all
who take a view of life on earth must realise that man's future camot be considered
separately from that of other life. From the time that man became an agriculturalist
an.d husbandman, thereby enabling himself to ov\ercome the natural cofistraints.
that had kept the numbers of his predece;sor- the hunter and forager- within the
environmental  capacity,  man's  impact  on  his  environment  has  been  largely
disastro-us.
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As  examp,1es, .one could consider the  Cradle of Civilisation, West Asia, no.w
largely arid, as a monument to lnan's misuse of the land. A number of ancient
civilisations seem to have culminat.ed in deserts in the same way- Eg.ypt, the
kingdoms of West Asia, Cart.hage and the Indus Valley civilisation. All seem to
have gone to ruin down the same drain. None has profited from the knowledge
of earlier disasters. Unfortunately, the same sorry process contiriues today, only

iil

that improvements in communication and technology now permit man to exercis?
his ~expertise as a creator of deserts on a global .scale and at a more accelerated
tempo.

As far as forests and wildlife are concerned, there can be hardly any doubt that
we in India have been living prodigiously off an abundant capital. A study on any
endangered natural resource shows that the basic problem in every case is human

population,  leading  to  a  constant  erosion  of th;t  resource.  T.he  los.s  in  the
productivity of the land and the consequent degradation of the environment is
nowhere more clearly shown than in the history of some  of our endangered
specie's of wildlife. The distribution of the Great In.dial Rhinoceros sufficiently
illustrates` this`point. This ponderous animal, now restricted to the swampy riverine
forests of a few sanctuaries in Assam, West Bengal and Nepal, was found in
historic times fro.in Peshawar -where the Moghul Equperor` Humayun hunted it-
eastward across the Gangetic Plain to Assam. The fact that the rhinoceros requires
a swampy grass jungle to exist is a pointer to the co.nditions then existing in areas
which are now practically desert.

The` pinhead duck, another resident of the same swampy forest habitat, became
extinct ih the 1930s. Loss of its habitat, combined w.ith the fact that.it nested on
the ground among reeds and not up in tree-holes like our other resident ducks
is possibly one of the main reasons for the disappearance of the species. The
distribution of the lion in this couhtry is perhaps evidence of the result of man -
made environmental chariges. The widespread extension in the r`ange of the lion-
an inhabitant of dry habitat- in North II|dia was possibly correlated with the
withdrawal of moi.st .conditions in the Indo-Gangetic Plain. This was the result of
the I-arge-scale clearing of the forests as more and more 1`and was brought under
cultivation for an ever-increasing human population. The lion itself eventually fell
victim to the rising population pressure, losing its habitat to cultivation.
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`Habitatdestructionistheprimaryreasonforthedisappearanceorrarityofmost

o-fourwildlife,andunderpresentconditionsthereseemseverylikeiihood'thatthe

process of destruction will continue.' It is indeed a tragic situation. There is not
enough land - and much of the land that is now being cleared under population

pressure, some of which is magnificent primeval evergreen forest - will s,urely be
abandonedinapermanentlyruinedstate,anothermartyrtohumanirresponsibility!
It would appear that what is really needed is not more land for cultivatiori, but
better utilisatioh of the land that is already under cultivation.

The disappearance of the rhinocgros, the lion or the tiger are examples striking
enough to attract wide attention even of the layman, but there is a considerable
invisible  loss  v!hich,  by nature  of its  obscureness,  seldom  comes  to  no`tice.
Whatever conservation measures are now undertaken, or may be undertaken in
the  future,  can be  expected to  function  as  no  more  than  stop-gaps,  and no

permanent remedy for the ecological imbalance can be devised unless and until
the human population is effectively contained.

(736 words)

•-Passage   2

Many, many years ago, before the towri, devoured my village,-on the top of ,a big
hill was a big bungalow with a tiled roof. Full of rooms. And full Qfpeople. Men,
women, the young and the old, and a very old Grandma. The sun, which came
cl`imbing up the other side of our hill, was a welcome visitor.

1.

The nine year old grabbed Grandma's hand and said,  `Please, Grandma, 1et's go
bathe in the river.' The pon¢ made to commemorate the' sixtieth birthday of a
departed grandfather, was at the edge of the paddy-field on the southern slope
of the hill.  On its  bank, just where the brick-paved step`s  began,  was  a twin
bathroom wlith a mirror on the wall. A mirror that bad lost its sight long ago. In
the depths of the bluish water of the pond liv.ed 6rocodiles and tortoises.  The
child was scared of the moss-grown st`eps off the pond. AIld the stillness of the

blue water that ,stopped running to the paddy fields in summer. This is why she
pulled at Grandma's clothes in the morning. Not to the pQnd5..we'11 go bathe in
the river.
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The river that flows leisurely on a bed of crystals.. This is mine, my own, mused
theg,irl.Andnotjustthelanguidriver,thesunthatstrainsforalookfrombehind
the cross on the church on the eastern hillock, that was hers too. Yes.  She was
sure of it. Only her Grandma, this river whose love never dries up, and the sun
who walks with her to the bathing place were truly hers.

Dewdropslingeredon.thetipsofthenarrow-leafedgrass,quiveringinthesunshine.
The girl walked across the foothills, holding on to Grandma's robes. The older
children, holding the soap dish and towel`s, followed them resentfully. Why bathe
so early? It is so chilly. But cold mornings and the glowing red sun were dear to
the girl. Dearer .to her was the flowing water, which carried with it the warmth
of the earth's heart. Here, her mind flowed with the river.

The sun followed them, keeping to the ridge of the next riill. On the way, they
saw jackals that lay sleeping in,their dens in the deep valleys. And in the thickets,
the shrubs spattered with hen's blood shone like little red chrysanthemum blooms.
The village responded.with the wails of housewives who had lost their hens.

The girl realised that `she got to see the world only when she stepped out of her
secure room in the western quarter of the house. As they walked along, in the
rocks, Grandma showed her Lord Rama's footprints and Sita's tresses. Also left
behind at the  gap'where Mother Earth had split open her chest to  save  Sita-
devz. 's honour were the czffez.ro73z. flowers that had once adorned her hair. The sun,
einbarrassed when i't reaches this spot, hides its face in the shade of the palm
trees that ;stretch along the foothills. The girl reflected- could the sun be a Man
like Lord Rama? Who is the wife of the Sun? The Earth, said Grandma. Human
beings, animals, birds and plants take birth on Earth. She prepares everything for
her progeny. Rice, pulses, tubers, fruits.

The bathing-place was deserted. It wasn't yet time for Raman, his wife, their
donkey and a huge bundle of soiled clothes to arrive at the river. The river water
is waiting for us, the girl imagined. She-looked at the hilltop on her right. Where
is the sun who was walking with us till. nQw? Oh! The sun is hidirig its face in the
dense bamboo growth. Mustn't see._ ShQuldn'.t look. Shouldn't stand there, looking
at this bathing girl.  She felt a flush of respect for the sun.

Anothe.r day, the-girlJ`saw a person -a man -who had not a trace of dignity. of
the place.  She was horrified.  She did not take' off her clothes or 'step into the
water.  She sat quietly on a rock at the bank, facing west.

(703  words)
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Passage  3

Wecannotignorepopulargenderstereotypesbecausewhetherwelikeitornot,
we  encounter  them  everywhere  and  they  deeply  influence  cross-gender
communication.Evenifwedonottakethemseriously,peoplearoundusdo,and
theircommunicationwithusandothersisaffectedbythosestereotypes.Besides,
weshouldnotforgetthatmoststereotypesarebuiltaroundrepeatedlyobserved
facts.Thatsomeofthesefactsaresociallyconstructedwithnobiologicalbasis
does  not  weaken  their power to  influel}ce  our  thinking  and  our .inferences.
Stereotypesareaninevitableresultofthehumantendencytosimplifylifeby
creatingcategoriesandtreatingindividualsasmembersofthosecategorieseven
whentheydonotdisplaymanyofthecharacteristicsthatmakeupacategory.
Withoutsuchpigeonholingitisdifficulttostartdealingwithindividuals.Trouble
starts only when we blindly expect every member of a category to have all the
characteristics associated with that category.

Genderstereotypesandresearch-basedgeneralizationsareascommonas frogs
inatropicalwell.Wewillpickupafewcommonones,analysethem,explore
howtheyinfluencecommunication,andlookatwaysinwhicbwecanimprove
cross-gend-ercommunication.Ourobjectiveindealillgwiththesestereotypesand

generalisationsistobecomeawareofsomeoftheforcesthatShapecross-gender
communication in imperceptible ways.

Alargenumberofgendercommunicationproblems-wronginferences-arise from
adoptingstereotypesthatidentifyallmalesexclusivelywithcertaincharacteristics
that we call `masculine' and all females exclusively with certain characteristics
thatwecall`feminine.'AsO'NeilandEgan(1992)observe,beingmasculineis

generallyequatedtobeingrational,independent,aggressive,andtask-oriented;
beingfeminineistobepassiveandsubmissive,selflesslynurturingandpromoting
relationships.   The  successful  promotion  in  recent  years  of  the  feminised
`metrosexual' man (Simpson, 2002) by advertisers and companies that market

clothesandbeautyaidsseemstohavedonenothingtochangethesestereotypes
in any significant way.

Itistruethatmalestendtodisplaypredominantlymasculinecharacteristicsor
somemasculinecharacteristicstoahighdegreejustas,femalestendtodisplay

predominantlyfemininecharacteristicstoahighdegree.Butitispossiblethata
given male displays several masculine characteristics to a higher degree than
common. It is as simple as saying that men are generally taller and bigger than
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womenbutaparticularwomanmaybetallerandbiggerthanmanymenoreven
allmen.Itislikesayingthatlndiansgenerallyembracecollectivi,smbutafew
Indians Have adopted the American-style indlyidualism.

Instead of talking about male and female as two separate sets, we should be
talkingaboutinasculineandfemininecharacteristics.We.shouldusetheseterms
inavalue-neutralway,merelyasthefarthest`p'ointsonacontinuousline.Everyone
needstofigureoutwhereonthatfeminine-masculinecontinuumtheyare.Of
course,noonegetsafixedpositionforlife.Whilebynatureonemayleanheavily
towardsthemasculineend6rthefeminineend-(irrespec-tiveofone'sgender),
one'sexperiences,especiallythoseduringone'sformativeyears,maychange
one 's orientation.

Natureandnu=rfureplayequallysignificantrolesinthefomationof`eachperson's

genderidentity.Inourdiscussion,weshould`ideallyavoidusingthetermsmale
and female or men and women. But it is difficult to carry on a discussion of

gender  stereotypes  by  talking  about  masculine  and  feminine  qualities  or
characteristicsintheabstract.Soweshallusethewords,`MEN'and`WOMEN,'
all caps, for the same convenience.  `MEN' will stand not for men but for the
embodiment 9f masculinity.  `WOMEN' will s.tand not for women but for the
embodimentoffemininity.Thesetwosetsofimaginarybeingsstandatthetwo
extremeendsofthemasculine-femininecline.NoindividualisorcanbeaMAN

(puremasculinity)oraWOMAN(pure femininity).Eachindiviaualwillhaveto
figureouthowfarthey'refromtheseimaginarybeingsindiff-erehtaspectsoftheir/11 q,  `',A+1 c'\

(712 words)

QUESTIONS

personality.

•EiRLIA.

Answer any 3 of the following in. about 250-300 words :

Questions '1  and 2  are based on Passage  1;

Questions 3  and 4  are based on Passage 2;

Question 5  is based on .Passage 3.

(3xl0-30)
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2.

3.

4.

5.

writer in Passage 1 ? Elucidate.

•.7

Howistheiinpo.rtanceo.fthecoexistenceofManiandNatureestablishedbythe

(10)

Summarise  the -points  being raised by the writer in Passage  1  regarding the

problems/issues of ecological imbalance and extended solutions.                    ¥ (10)

Is  the  story in  Passage  2  about the  girl  or the  grandmother?  How. can you
-'tell?

(10)

Nature is a key aspect of the girl's childhood experience in Passage 2. Elaborate.

(10)
WbatisthekeythematicpremiseofPassage3?Demonstrateyourunderstanding
ofthepassagebygivingexamplesfromyourownexperiencetbatquestiongender
stereotyping.

PART 8

Answer any 3 of the following in a`bout 300-350 words:

Questions  6  &  7  are based on Passage  1;

Question 8  is based on Passage 2;

Questions  9  and  10  are based on Passage 3.

(10)

(3x20-60)

6.     Write a speech about the urgent need to protect. the balance between mankind
and.nature, based on your understandiirg of passage  1.                                      (20)

7.      Summarise passage 2 in about 600-650 words.                                                      (20)

8.     Predict how the story in.Passage 2 will continue. Consider.adding two or more

paragrapbs to enhance the plot construction of the given passage in around 750
words.

how they influence our actions.

(20)

9.     Write a dialogue between a mother and son regarding gender stereotypes and

(20)

10.   (a)    Write   an   essay   on   the   following   topic   "Gender   Stereotypes
and  Generalisations",  considering  the  given  passage  as  an  introductory
articul.ation.

(15)
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(b)   Convert each of the entries below into a proper MLA or APA citation as it
would appear in a works cited page.                                                             (5)

(a)   Joumal Article from the Internet                              t

Author: Cianciolo Patricia K.

Title: " Compensating nuclear weapons workers and Their Survivors: The
Case of Femaldo." Publication details: Michigan Family Review, vol. 19, no.
1,  pp.  51-72  Year:  2015

Accesslink:https//:quod.lib.umich.edu/./mfh/4919087.0019..1d3?rgn=main;
view=fuitext.

(b)   Magazine Article (Print)

Author: Leslie Anthony.

Title: "Into the Blue."

Publication details: British Columbia Magazine, Summer, pp. 48-57.

Year: 2021

(c)   Newspaper Article (Print)

Author: Pamela Fayerman.

Title: "Body regenerates as Patients wait."

Publication details: The Vancouver Sun, 3 June, p. A12 Year: 2005

(d)   Book, One Author Author: Andre Alexis

Title: Fifteen Dogs: An Apologue. Publication details: Coach House Books
Year: 20'15.

(e)   Book, Three or More Authors Author: Charles Taylor, et. al.

Title: Reconstructing Democracy: How Citizens are building from the Ground
Up. Publication details: Harvard University Press Year: 2020.

(9000)


